TWU, Rail Unions
Reject Amtrak
Arhltratmn
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strike Early Next Year

e umens — including TWIL -

have repected arbicration

offered by the National
Muediation Board in the ongoing contrac
dispute with Amteak, The action sees the
stage carly nese vear for a Arsc-cver sirike
at the nanen’s Passener railread,

After consultation wich TWLT rail
leaders, International President Fames €
Livtle fermmally rejecred the arbitration
affered Ocraber LA TW1 s decision,
along with the other radl unions repre
senting 1A Aok emplovees, st
the vlock ticking toward o likely
Mrosicental Emergency Board and, in che
absence of o sarisfcoory volunary apree-
mient, a strike, Amtrak has never had o
strike inits 30-vear history,

TWLU Railroad Division Director
Gy Maslanla said that the decisien o
reject arbitration is an important step
coweards concluding a contracr marathon
thar has dragged on for nearly cighn
years, “Finally, there's a light at che end
al the tunnel,™ said Maslanka, “There’s
sttll mch worlk ter be done, boe [ loew
the membership will stand behind ps 100
percent in the Tinal phase of the hargain-
ing process.”

TWLU jointly represents Carmen,
Helpers and Coach Cleaners an Amirak
with the Transpoartation Commuonications
Ulndewn (TCUY a8 pare of the Jeim
Council af Carmen,

(e of the issues in the negatiations
is Amtrak’s refisal tomake pay increases
retroactive for the vears of negotiations.
Stnee the contract ran out in 1999 work-
ers have recerved onby small inceemental
wage hikes cgual to half the increase in
the cost of living. The railvoad also wanrs
Mesibility to assign emplovess o ditferent
jobs and wants workers o pick up more
of the cost of healtheare.
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As expected, the NMEB on Ocrober
A1 notified the unions that its mediation
elfiets had failed and that o 30-day conl-
ing ol period was being imposed,

Thearetically, the unions could he
Free o strike at the cnd of November,
but President Buosh s almost sure 1o
appaeint @ Presidential Erecgency Board

iMERL Under che Railway Labor Act, the

PR will hold hearings and make »
repart to the President in 30 dass. Ty
report will consist of non-binding recom
mendations for how the parties shoold
settle the dispute, Another 30-day cool-
mg-oli fllows the PER™s repart.

Thus, a likely timeline would hove the
PEE report due ac the end of Drecember,
With an extension for the holidays cos-
Foamaey, aorepart issued alier New Year's
Prav wonld Teave the unions free oo serike
in early Febwrvary, OF course, the partics
are free to sertle at any time,

Rl urien leaders are under ne ity
sions Ut the fight ahead will be case
They expect a PER appointed by
President Bush to be stacked witl anti-
uniont members, but chey welcome the
chance “to fght for the contrace our
metbers have so long deserved,” said
TWLIs Maslanka.

The rail vnions are also aware that
Congress will probably ooy o intervene
o prevent an Amicesk stike and vew o
mibilize labors polioeal strengeh o
miake sure thae any action by Congress
will e helpful o Amrralk workers,
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Senate Dﬂfw.i‘
 President on
-Amtmk Fuﬂdaﬂg

P n G(‘lt}].‘fvl.}l 20, the Senate
| defied President Bush by
approving the Passenger Rail

".[|1‘c.f.|::_s_tmgf_nr*m1-:t Improvemens Act ol

_QU'G'?._; which reanthorizes Amtrak’s
funding levels and pragrams. The
President had soughe only the usual

© stareation budgu foor the nadon’s pas-

senper raileoad,
Eelweard "P'wr]-:ll‘ld 'resy d.l:.:ll'l ot the
Transportason Trades Department,

_;‘ﬂ-I IO, said, *In passing a mill'l:l
year Eundmg phn for Amrale; the.
_‘Eumu t‘-:s_]-:_ctl:d the failed Bush
:'ﬁ.LiﬂTIIIEhLl:Ltuatl policics of attempang

0 privatize. service and cut funding fir
our mational passenger rail sustem. The
VET 'rxhnlmmg SUppOre for this bill and.
m]-..umn of specific hiost : ‘Lmtnd
ts demonsirates MJT}ug m]:lport tf:-J
ﬁchgi.m ail svsteny”

Nutmg‘ that 'flmtmk st bu:

e‘tmn ak mauai;'n:.mcnt huapt\a}rcd
1 Lar craunm:. taErL:,, :

cers of I-:mé,
e said.
“1 Ew “scmm hm; tak 'n an :mpw .

more. smhlc ﬁnanml F'mtmg Bur the'
job will aar be ‘_umplm'd il Gur
“elected leaders force Aamntral 1 [1|1a]1}
give the men and women who oper-

ate and maintain this railroad the rais-

es they have eamned, and the back-pay

rowhich theyire entitled ™
Whetkind praised Serators Frank

:..]__':iaLttL‘.[.lht!'l.‘; T and Trent Lol

{B-MS for theie leadership in puiding
the bill threugh the Senate,

The Senare bill pmwdﬁ S 14 il
E]"JI'I Tor Armtrak over sivyears, or$ 1.9

-bt]hn!] a year compared to the $900

million Bush praposed for nexe VAL,

CThe Senate bill wiould abse remove the

mncate that Ameak tuem & protic,
L mlknl‘.mb said the addidonal fund-

Ang Spaves the way for an improved

muodern passenger rail network,”



